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UFA Reaches All-Time High Group Membership, Announces New Officers 
 
With the addition of the Alaska Trollers Association, the United Cook Inlet Drift Association 
and the Alaska Shellfish Association, United Fishermen of Alaska group membership has 
reached an all-time high of 36 member groups. 
 
“This marks a milestone for UFA and points to the strength and breadth of UFA as the 
statewide commercial fishing umbrella association,” said UFA President Bob Thorstenson Jr.  
“The more groups we have at the UFA table, the more inclusive is our process and the stronger 
our voice is on the issues we hold in common.”  
 
UFA President Thorstenson, who is stepping down after seven years service in the volunteer 
position, will be replaced by Joe Childers.  Childers, who currently trolls for salmon from 
Juneau, represents Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen on the UFA board and was elected to 
serve as its next president at UFA’s January meeting.  Deborah Lyons of Northern Southeast 
Regional Aquaculture Association was elected as Vice President, formerly held by Childers.  
Duncan Fields will continue in his position as Secretary. The new officer positions take effect 
on June15. 
 
UFA’s board of directors includes the 36 member groups and four at-large representatives 
elected by individual members. Elections for UFA’s four at-large board seats will be conducted 
this spring. 
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MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 
Alaska Crab Coalition • Alaska Draggers Association • Alaska Independent Tendermen’s Association • Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Association 

Alaska Shellfish Association • Alaska Trollers Association • Armstrong Keta • At-sea Processors Association • Bristol Bay Reserve  
Concerned Area “M” Fishermen • Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association • Cordova District Fishermen United • Crab Group of Independent Harvesters  

Douglas Island Pink and Chum • Fishing Vessel Owners Association • Groundfish Forum • Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association  
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association • North Pacific Fisheries Association • Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association  

Old Harbor Fishermen’s Association • Petersburg Vessel Owners Association • Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation  
Purse Seine Vessel Owner Association • Seafood Producers Cooperative • Sitka Herring Association • Southeast Alaska Fisherman's Alliance  

Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association • Southeast Alaska Seiners Association • Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association  
United Catcher Boats • United Cook Inlet Drift Association • United Salmon Association • United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters  

Valdez Fisheries Development Association • Western Gulf of Alaska Fishermen 


